Clinical experience and cognition of a physical therapy procedure.
This investigation was designed to determine if clinical experience influences cognition of a physical therapy procedure. We hypothesized that experience in the application of a physical therapy procedure on patients would increase the student's cognition of that procedure. Twenty-two junior students in a physical therapy baccalaureate program were study subjects. A multiple-choice test pertaining to gait training was administered to all subjects as a pretest and posttest. The pretest was given after classroom instruction and laboratory practice in gait training; posttest was administered eight weeks later. During the interim eight weeks, 11 subjects completed 32 hours of clinical experience and 11 subjects had no clinical experience. Analysis of the results of posttest compared with pretest indicated that for these subjects, clinical experience did not increase cognition of gait training.